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In an increasingly fast-paced world, where maintaining focus and mindfulness has become a
constant challenge, Victor stands out for his remarkable ability to disconnect from external
noise and reconnect with what truly matters. To me, he represents a tangible hope: that it is
still possible to maintain a genuine connection with the spiritual plane, even while living in an
anxious and materialistic society.

Victor and | studied at the same school since first grade. But it wasn’t until fourth grade,
when the school reorganized the classes, that we became classmates. That was back in
2007 — we were 10 years old and, at the time, had a bit of a rivalry. Before truly getting to
know him, | “didn’t really like him.” But just a few weeks in the same classroom were enough
for us to become close friends.

Victor has always been very intelligent — but not the kind of intelligence valued by Brazil's
traditional education system. He didn’t care about being the top student or pleasing all the
teachers. His intelligence was aimed at questioning, at the unexpected, at what lies beneath
the surface. From an early age, he showed curiosity and nonconformity. It seemed like he
was already seeking a greater meaning for his existence, even before being fully aware of it.

| believe he began to gain a clearer awareness of this inner search around the age of 12 or
13. At that time, those who didn’t know Victor deeply — or didn’t make the effort to look
beyond appearances — started to find his behavior strange. He became more introspective,
more serene. As if he were diving inward, searching for something. Many classmates
commented that he was becoming “boring,” that it no longer made sense to invite him to the
same activities.

But | saw things differently. | knew that, deep down, he was still the same Victor — joyful,
loving, curious. He was simply going through a deep period of reflection. I'm convinced he
was questioning the environment we were in — a middle class school where people were
often judged more for how they appear than for who they were. Since | always shared a
similar perspective, that phase didn’t drive us apart. On the contrary, it brought us even
closer.

After finishing high school, Victor moved to study in Floriandpolis and | moved to Imbituba.
We stayed close and saw each other often. With each encounter, | could see his journey of
self-discovery deepen. Not long after, he set out on his first solo international trip. India,
Thailand, Nepal... Victor crossed continents, immersed himself in new cultures, expanded
his spirituality, and let go of societal patterns that no longer resonated with him. But the most
beautiful part is that he never stopped being true to himself.

What impresses me most about Victor is the balance and lightness with which he
approaches life. He’s someone who finds happiness in simple things, who lives well with little
— but never disrespects those who live differently. He managed to preserve long-standing
friendships, even with those who didn’t fully understand him. He always valued his family,
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even when he had to distance himself from some of its beliefs. He learned to live without
attachment to money, yet understands its practical importance in the world we live in.

It's an honor to write about a “brother” life has gifted me. Victor is a dear friend, but also a
role model and a constant source of inspiration. | hope he continues fulfilling his mission —
physical, spiritual, and collective. That he keeps being a bridge between worlds, between
people, between dimensions. That he continues to illuminate paths, foster connection, —
and help make the world a more beautiful and truthful place. In this regard | truly believe that
this experience of joining a long retreat can be an ideal circumstance for him to fully immerse
himself in what he loves and to develop his spiritual qualities, I’'m sure he will help many
people in turn here in Brazil.
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